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Remarks 

Claims 1 - 7 are pending in the application. Claim 1 was rejected by the 
Examiner under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph. Claim 1 has been amended to 
correct grammatical errors and any informalities that were present. Claims 2-7 were 
rejected under the same provision for failing to overcome the indefiniteness described for 
claim 1 . With respect to claim 7, the Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection and 
request the Examiner to give due consideration to the arguments presented herein. 
Specifically, claim 7 is an independent claim that does not depend from claim 1 and 
consequently cannot suffer from any indefiniteness problem cited by the Examiner with 
regard to claim 1. Applicants respectfully submit that claim 7 is not indefinite and fully 
complies with the requirements of 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The Examiner objected to claim 4 as being dependent upon a rejected base claim 
but indicated that claim 4 would be allowable if rewritten in independent form to include 
all the limitations of the base claim from which claim 4 depends along with any 
intervening claims. The Applicants would like to thank the Examiner for his 
identification of allowable subject matter in this application. Accordingly, claim 4 has 
been amended to be placed in independent form but has not been substantively amended. 
Claim 4 recites only those limitations that it originally included pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 
1 12, fourth paragraph. 

Arguments 

I. Rejections Pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) 
Claims 1 - 3 and 5 - 7 

Claims 1 - 3 and 5 - 1 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by United States Letters Patent No. 5,041,739 (the "Goto Reference"). The 
office action, lists this reference as being a patent issued to Yamawaki, but the Notice of 
References cited indicates that the Yamawaki Reference is listed as United States Letters 
Patent No. 5,159,543. In a conversation with Supervisory Examiner Timothy P. 
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Callahan, it was determined and agreed that these rejections were for anticipation by 
Goto Reference. The Applicants respectfully submit that the Goto Reference fails to 
disclose every limitation and therefore cannot anticipate the claims as amended. For a 
prior art reference to anticipate, 35 U.S.C. §102 requires that "each and every element as 
set forth in the claim is found, either expressly or inherently described, in a single prior 
art reference." In re Robertson , 169 F.3d 743, 745, 49 USPQ2d 1949, 1950 (Fed. Cir. 
1999) (quoting Verdegaal Bros., Inc. v. Union Oil Co. , 814 F.2d 628, 631, 2 USPQ2d 
1051, 1053 (Fed. Cir. 1987)). The Goto Reference fails to meet this standard for the 
amended claims. 

Specifically, the Goto Reference fails to either disclose or fairly suggest the 
claimed counter for switching counter for switching said first switching means on and 
said second switching means to ground each time after having received a predetermined 
number of signals from said integrated charge pump in a startup phase, and a trigger 
circuit for switching said first switching means on and second switching means to ground 
with each signal received from said integrated charge pump in a subsequent regulation 
phase. Because the Goto Reference fails to disclose or suggest this structure, that 
reference similarly cannot disclose or suggest the corresponding method of claim 7 as 
amended. This structure is claimed in all pending claims. For at least these reasons, the 
Applicants respectfully request that these rejections be withdrawn and that all pending 
claims be allowed to issue. 
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Conclusion 

For at least the foregoing reasons, the Applicant respectfully requests that the 
aminer reconsider and withdraw the current rejections and allow the claims to issue. 
In the event any fees are due in connection with this document, the Commissioner is 
authorized to charge those fees to Deposit Account No. 50-1884. 



Respectfully submitted, 
Ulmer & Berne LLP 

Wayne M. Serra 
Reg. No. 51,138 

Ulmer & Berne LLP 
1660 West 2nd Street, Suite 1 100 
Cleveland, Ohio 441 13-1448 
Telephone (216) 583-7000 
Facsimile (216) 583-7001 
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